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Ash Wednesday is  
March 1st  

7:00 PM Worship & Imposition of 
Ashes 

Spirit of Christ Community Church will join us for 
worship and fellowship.  

Reflection & Prayer 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS  

IN THE CHAPEL DOWNSTAIRS 
starting March 8th 

 

As a church community, we gather to share a 
simple meal of meatless soup and bread on the 
Wednesdays of Lent, at 6:30pm.  

March 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th & April 5th 

It is an opportunity to remember those who go 
without on a regular basis, as well as to unite as one 
group with a common purpose. Guests are invited 
to come with family and friends. 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED 

We are in need of soup and bread each Wednesday. 
Those who wish to bring soup can sign up on a 
form in the fellowship area at the rear of the 
sanctuary. Soup can be made at home and brought 
(heated) to the kitchen by 6:15pm. 

Our Soup Suppers will be served at 6:30 and 
followed by a simple prayer and reflection meeting 
in the downstairs Chapel at 7:00pm.  

Questions? Contact Molly Fairchild at 
fairchildmolly56@yahoo.com 

"Through God's grace and love we seek 

to transform ourselves and the world 

by creating a welcoming space for all 

who wish to strengthen their faith, 

build supportive relationships, and 

work together to promote peace and 

social justice." 

Is this an accurate statement of our purpose? 
This is the draft of a mission statement, based on 
the ideas the congregation submitted, and on the 
reflection and work of the “Why Not?” team.  
 
Please stay after worship on Sunday, March 5th to 
tell us what resonates with you, what’s missing, or 
how it could be stronger. We’ll meet with 
refreshments during the 11am hour. 

Thank you! - The Why Not Team 
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Have you met… 
 
Over the past few 
months, we’ve had 
some wonderful 
newcomers to our 

community! If you haven’t gotten a chance to talk 
with them, please look for an opportunity to say 
hello and get to know them better! 
 
Jim Burling (photo above) 
Michael Luchenbach  
Wanda Kelly 
Kelly Outlaw 

 
Farewells are also 
part of life. 
 
Please send your 
good wishes to these 

treasured friends who are leaving First UMC for a 
new church home. 
 
Gwen Noble-Wold & Jeff Wold and their children: 
Malcolm, Hannah, Alex, Gavin 
Marissa Valanty (farewell fellowship on March 12) 
Jim LeGro (farewell around Easter, stay tuned) 

Welcome, newcomers  
 Jim & Love! 
February’s second Sunday brought 
us the chance to start getting to 
know Jim Burling (from Puyallup) 
and Ojo Love (from Akure, Nigeria). 

Thanks to everyone who came down to Puget 
Sound Pizza! March 12th is the next one - which 
we’ll have at the church! Look out for newcomers 
and invite them to stay for this fellowship time. 

Pictured here (left-right): Vicki Walker, Julia Martin, Ojo 
Love, Amanda Lucas, Tracy Dillon, Jim Burling, Linda 
Knowlton, Pastor Ann Adkinson (photographer: Keven Lock) 

 
Rest  

 
(the Difference 

between a Practice 
and a Chore) 

 
Have you caught yourself saying things like,  
“I wish I could meditate,” or “I know I should 
pray more”? We know that while practice may 
not make perfect, practice does make us 
stronger. In Christian tradition, the practices of 
prayer, meditation, scripture reading, Sabbath-
keeping, giving, and service are usually 
referred to as “Spiritual Disciplines.” 
 
Maybe it’s just me, but “discipline” doesn’t 
usually strike me as something I will find 
restful. Discipline sounds like something harsh 
and difficult that will make me more tired.  
 
But discipline doesn’t have to include the threat 
of punishment. It means “the practices by 
which we learn things”. 
 
Spiritual practices are things that help us notice 
God more. Practice is how we grow in 
relationship and become friends with Jesus. In 
Matthew’s gospel, Jesus says “come to me, you 
who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest.”  
 
What if we thought of spiritual practices as ways to 
REST in God? During Lent, we’ll focus each week 
on a different spiritual practice - maybe we can 
come to see them as spiritual  “ways of resting”!  
 
March 5:  Reflection & Support (& Temptation) 
 Text: Matthew 4:1-11 
March 12:  Learning & Justice 
 Guest Preacher: Jacqueline Harmon 
March 19:  Meditation & Living Water 
 Text: John 4:5-15 
March 26:  Sabbath & Community Influence 
 Text: John 9:1-41 
April 2:  Story as Scripture; Scripture as Story 
 Text: John 11:1-45 
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Conditions for Revitalization  

CONDITION 1:  Plan for long-term financial stability and membership stability/growth  
Our To-Dos for Condition 1 

 Leverage our building  

 Increase congregation’s giving 
 a) ongoing stewardship development with existing (and future) members 
 b) plan for reaching unchurched people in the community (before they come to our building) 

CONDITION 2: Identify our core purpose and align efforts and resources to that purpose. 
Our To-Dos for Condition 2 

 Focus our efforts (programs, job descriptions, and space use) toward our core purpose as a 
church. This includes both developing programs and plans for the core purpose and letting go of 
activities that are not our core purpose. 

 Make a budget that reflects our commitment to live within our means (i.e., don’t plan to spend 
more than we take in).  

CONDITION 3: Know our current context and how we fit within it.  
Our To-Dos for Condition 3 

 Research and study our community within a 2-5 mile radius of the church. What are the 
demographics and projections? Who’s in our community now? What are their greatest concerns 
and what do they long for? (We need to ask them, rather than assume.) 

 Given what we learn about our community, what makes First UMC different? What niche are we 
uniquely called and equipped to fill? What can we address and offer that no one else is already 
providing?  

CONDITION 4: Articulate clearly and genuinely a) what “Christian” means to us, and  
 b) how Jesus makes a difference in the way we live. 

Our To-Dos for Condition 4 

 Where/how do Jesus, God, and/or faith fit into the congregation’s mission and vision?  

 What kind of Christian faith community is Tacoma First becoming?  

 What are the church’s core values and how are they reflected in how members act and what they 
do?  

 What does the faith community believe about God, Christianity, humanity, suffering, etc.?  

CONDITION 5: Develop a clear process to reach unchurched people, invite them into relationship 
with God, and accompany them on their life-long path of faith, and encourage their 
participation in transforming the world. 

Our To-Dos for Condition 5 

 How will we teach people the Christian faith?  

 What do we mean by “equip the saints with ministry”?  

 Why will people attend class(es) using this format? What is the expected outcome?  

CONDITION 6: Make our organizational model fit our purpose and context. 
Our To-Dos for Condition 6 

 Given the human resources we have and our plans going forward, what’s the best way to 
organize our work? The traditional committee structure of the UMC is designed to protect how 
things are.  

 It also assumes a large congregation with a lot of time to give. Since we want to change how 
things are and have limited human resources, how will we change the way decisions are made, 
without abandoning all accountability? 
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Finance Team by John Valentine, Chair 

 

Plans & Goals: We are in the process of creating a 
balanced budget for 2017, that will be presented 
for adoption at the Council meeting in March. 

Coming Up: Next meeting of the Finance Team is 
Thursday, March 16th, at 6:00 PM 

How others can help: If you haven't turned in a 
pledge card, please turn in as soon as possible. 

John: 253-666-5002 or jev070163@gmail.com 
Sylvia Summers: sylviasummers@gmail.com 

First UMC Church Council Minutes 

Church Council Meeting Minutes 
February 13, 2017 

Present: Jim LeGro, Pastor Ann Adkinson, John 
Valentine, Audra Hudson 
Excused for illness: Maurice Lacunza, Martha Curwen 

 
The Council meeting was 
sparsely attended, but gave 
the four who were present 
time to connect with one 
another and share what’s 
going on in our lives. 
 
 
 

Co-Chair Jim LeGro brought copies of “Pathway to 
Renewal” for every member of the Council. 
Please read CHAPTER 1 and come ready to share 
your responses to the questions at our March 
Meeting. 
 
In addition, Jim shared the personal news that he 
has decided to move back to New York state next 
month, in order to be nearer to his children and 
grand-children. We will miss him!  
 
Due to this change, the Council will either need a 
new co-chair to serve with Martha Curwen, or we’ll 
need to change our meeting day, so Martha can 
consistently be there.  

Church Council  by Jim LeGro, Co-Chair 

 
Celebrations: Prayers of gratitude for the long-time  
mutual relationships of Jim & First UMC. 

Plans & Goals: Read & Discuss chapter 1 of 
“Pathway to Renewal”. Continue bringing up 
requirements from the Conference.   

Coming Up: March Meeting at 6:30pm (MOVE TO 
TUESDAYS? 

How others can help: Please be aware that ALL 
church members/participants are welcome to 
attend Council meetings. This is a place where you 
learn what is happening in our congregation. 

Martha: 253-752-2599 or Martha.curwen@gmail.com 
Jim: 315-636-7781 or jlegro@wamail.net 

Board of Trustees by Maurice Lacunza, Chair 

Plans & Goals: The Trustees are focused on the issue 
of leasing current vacancies. Please contact Maurice 
or Liz if you have prospective tenants. 

Coming Up: We will be researching cost saving 
measures for janitorial and maintenance contracts. 

Our Next Meeting: Monday, March 20 at 6:30 pm in 
the church office. 

How You Can Help: We need people with building 
maintenance experience. Volunteer to be a Trustee, 
or take on a regular task. Help get bids for janitorial 
services and planned maintenance contracts.  

Maurice: 253-302-4141 or majorlacunza@msn.com 
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Catching Up with First UMC Ministry Teams (continued next page) 
Celebrations, Challenges, and Goals 

Staff-Pastor-Parish Relations Committee  
 by Tracy Dillon, Chair 

Celebrations: The core of our team (myself, Gean 
Smith, and Audra Hudson) represent a lot of the 
diversity of our congregation - something that’s 
very important on SPRC.  

Plans: Recruiting 2-4 new members to the SPRC 
team (who are not already serving in other 
leadership positions).  

Top items on our list are preparing for the pastoral 
transition this June and addressing Sunday childcare 
needs.  

Coming Up: First meeting will be called in March, 
and from there we’ll decide on a regular meeting 
schedule, based on the team’s availability. 

How others can help: Be on the list of background-
checked people who will serve alongside Ramona, 
when needed. 

Tracy: 253-302-9860 or tracypdillon@gmail.com 

Taskforce on Homelessness by Vince Hart 

This new team has met four consecutive Sundays at 
12 noon. Its goal is to identify some significant 
action that can be taken by our faith community to 
provide a meaningful service to homeless in 
Tacoma.  

A primary question is: How can our building itself 
provide a helpful service and how can our members 
help that happen? A parallel question is: Can we 
help bring together a larger coalition of concerned 
people in the community to do something about 
the causes of homelessness, something beyond 
merely alleviating some of the consequences? 

Recently three young adults from TCC have joined 
the team, bringing energy, vision, and some 
important on-the-ground research. All other 
concerned people are welcome to join the team. 

Vince: 253-625-7237 or vince@fumcot.com 

Connections Team by Linda Knowlton 

What We’re Doing: We are taking responsibility to 
recruit people who wish to bring food for Sunday 
after service, greet people in the foyer on Sunday 
mornings and help them find a seat, and to write 
welcoming notes afterward, encouraging them to 
return. 

Plans & Goals: We are in the process of learning 
about other ways in which we can help people 
Connect with each other at FUMCOT. 

Our Next Meeting: Wednesday, March 1st at 12:00 
noon in the church parlor. All who are interested 
may attend. 

How You Can Help: Attend the meeting, be a 
volunteer greeter, or help us develop our team’s 
mission. 

Linda Knowlton:253-370-4215 or lknowlton7@gmail.com 
John Valentine: 253-666-5002 or jev070163@gmail.com 

“Why Not” Team  by Gean & Jerry Smith 

Coming Up: Sunday, March 5th at 11am, we want 
to hear from YOU! We’ve worked on the 
congregation’s mission vision statement with the 
help of the cards filled out by members answering 
the question, “Our church is called to . . .”   

 

"Through God's grace and love we seek 

to transform ourselves and the world 

by creating a welcoming space for all 

who wish to strengthen their faith, 

build supportive relationships, and 

work together to promote peace and 

social justice." 

Team: Gean Smith (Lay Leader), Maxine Strom, Jerry Smith, 
Sylvia Summers, Rick Yasger 

Gean & Jerry: 253-572-8577 or 
geaniesmith@hotmail.com or smithfj@comcast.net 
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Community Ministries 

Pantry Challenge 

The Pantry has been offered a $14,000 

challenge. Can you help us match it?

Please talk to Martha for more 

information. 

The Pantry is open the first and third Monday of each 

month from 5:00-7:00 pm, and the fourth Saturday 

from 10:30 am-12:30 pm. There are plenty of 

opportunities to volunteer outside of those hours. 

Please talk to Martha if you’d like to volunteer time 

with this ministry. 

League of Women Voters Presents: 

Civil Disobedience 

Civility, Incivility and Civil Disobedience  
a Forum Series addressing  

the rise in political incivility  
including audience discussion 

First United Methodist Church  
621 Tacoma Ave. S., Tacoma  

Session II: Maintaining Civility at Home, 
at Work and on the Street  
March 4, 2017 – 1:00 – 4:00 pm  
A conversation with those who work with 
conflicts and ways to address them  

Session III: Political Civility  
April 1, 2017 – 1:00 – 4:00 pm  
A conversation between elected officials and 
activist organizations  

All sessions are free, and open to the public.  
Tell Us Your Stories 

Don’t be shy! Sometimes you’ve just got to blow 

your own horn. In what ways are you serving God 

and your neighbor? We would love to include your 

stories here. Send them to pastor@fumcot.org. 

Christian Education During Lent 

Walking with Jesus to the Foot of the Cross 

A five-Week Lenten Bible Study 

FOCUS: Exploring Discipleship as a Personal 

Relationship 

Sundays at 11 to 12 in Room 207 

Led by Vince Hart 

Begins March 12 

IT TECH NEEDED! 

Are you an IT tech? Are you interested in dipping 
your toe into volunteering for your church? We need 
you! 

From time to time, First UMC runs into a challenge 
that we in the office are not able to resolve. Would 
you be willing to be our on-call IT tech? 

Please contact Liz Johnson if you’re interested in this 
ministry. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

12-Step Meetings: 
 
NA M-F @ Noon. 
Al-Anon Wed. @ 
5:30 pm. 
(all in room 119) 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
Noon Connec-

tions Team Mtg. 
 

7 pm Ash 
Wednesday 
Service & Impo-
sition of Ashes 

2 
7 pm UfPPC 
7 pm Music    

Rehearsal 

3 
 

4 
1 pm LWV Forum 

on Civil Disobedi-
ence 

5 

9:30 am Worship &  
Communion 

10:30 Fellowship 
11 am Mission 

Discussion 
Noon - Homeless 

Taskforce meeting 

6 

5 pm Pantry 
 

7 
 

8 
6:30 pm  Lenten 
Soup Supper  
Fellowship Hall 
 
7 pm Reflection 
& Prayer  in the 
Chapel 
(downstairs) 

9 
7 pm PFLAG 
7 pm Music    

Rehearsal 

10 
 

11 

 

12 
9:30 am Worship 
10:30 Fellowship 
11 am Pizza with 

the Pastor 
11 am Adult Growth 
Noon Taskforce 

13 
 
6:30 pm Church 

Council -  
Adopting the 
2017 Budget 

14 
 

15 
6:30 pm  Lenten 
Soup Supper  
Fellowship Hall 
 
7 pm Reflection 
& Prayer  in the 
Chapel 
(downstairs) 

16 
7 pm UfPPC 
7 pm Music    

Rehearsal 

17 
St. Patrick’s Day 

18 
 

19 
9:30 am Worship 
10:30 Fellowship 
11 am Adult Growth 

- Listening Circle 
with Jenny 
Severns 

20 
5 pm Pantry 
6:30 pm Trustees 

21 
 

22 
6:30 pm  Lenten 
Soup Supper  
Fellowship Hall 
 
7 pm Reflection 
& Prayer  in the 
Chapel 
(downstairs) 

23 
7 pm Music    

Rehearsal 

24 
 

25 
10:30 am Pantry 

26 
9:30 am Worship 
10:30 Fellowship 
11 am Adult Growth 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
6:30 pm  Lenten 
Soup Supper  
Fellowship Hall 
 
7 pm Reflection 
& Prayer  in the 
Chapel 
(downstairs) 

30 
7 pm Music    

Rehearsal 

31 
 

 

First United Methodist Church 

March 2017 

Things are always changing, and calendars quickly become out of date. Please Click here for the most current calendar! 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=fumcot.com_qr2id02l1o2adc3ggej21mn5ik@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Los_Angeles
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This newsletter is a publication of First United Methodist Church of Tacoma,  
located at 621 Tacoma Ave South, Tacoma, WA 98402.  

Pastor  
Ann Adkinson annadkinson@fumcot.com 
 360-329-2702 
Office Hours: 
By appointment Sunday-Thursday. 
Friday: Sabbath Day (no email; only emergency phone calls ) 

Church Administrator 
Liz Johnson liz@fumcot.com 
Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Friday 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

Music Ministry 
Norm Seidel, Accompanist seidelnorm@gmail.com 

Worship Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

Visit our website www.fumcot.com 

Office Phone 253-627-0129 

Church Lay Leadership 

Lay Leader: Gean Smith 

Church Council: Ann Adkinson, Pastor; Martha Curwen, & 
Jim LeGro, Co-Chairs; Gean Smith, Lay Leader; Tracy 
Dillon, SPPRC; Maurice Lacunza, Trustees; John Valentine, 
Finance; Audra Hudson, Lay Member to Annual Conference. 

Finance: John Valentine, Chair; Sylvia Summers, Treasurer, 
Gretchen Engle, Secretary; Jenny Severns, member. 
finance@fumcot.com 

S/PPRC: Tracy Dillon, Gean Smith, Audra Hudson  
spprc@fumcot.com 

Trustees: Maurice Lacunza, Chair; Jason Searls, Rick 
Yasger, Robert Summers. trustees@fumcot.com 

 

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 

We Offer our Prayers to God for: 

Prayer concerns: Pray for Bob, Jamie and her family, Wanda Kelly, Kelly Outlaw, baby Chase and all those 
at Mary Bridge hospital and their families. 

For those who grieve: For all who are mourning losses.  

God’s ministries through our church: For our Worship Team, Trustees and Church Council, small groups, 
and Sunday education offerings that offer connection and growth for faithful and creative decisions for 
our financial future. 

Our Community: For those all those working to protect the human dignity of all people, through protest, 
activism, and advocacy. For our church, that we may hear how God is calling us into the future of First 
UMC. For everyone in our community who is seeking a spiritual home like this one, that they may find us. 
For those in Tacoma seeking solutions to homelessness, addiction, and wage inequality. 

Our PNW Annual Conference: Our Bishop: Elaine Stanovsky; Our District Superintendent: Cara Scriven; 
Our Pastor: Ann Adkinson 

Our missionaries: Audra Hudson (US-2 at Tacoma Community House), Katherine Parker (Nepal) 

Our Nation: For our President, Governor, and all elected officials that they may make wise decisions. For 
success and solidarity with Native American communities fighting oil pipelines through their sacred 
lands. For all who suffer from the acts of domestic terrorism and racism. For true reconciliation, justice, 
and healing from the violence of racism and prejudice. For an end to gun violence. For communities and 
police working together for the dignity and safety of all. For our troops and their families.  

Our World: For the people of Syria. For economic justice and human rights. 

If there are prayers you’d like added, please email liz@fumcot.com.  
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